SECTION III
THE NATIONAL REVOLUTION
"ORANGE'S foreign policy, if it has been largely conditioned by
JT the internal situation, has in turn had its effect upon her internal
policy.
Racial legislation and economic legislation carry evident marks
of the influence of the victor. The turning of production in the
direction of agriculture to the detriment of industry, the division
of France into regions that are to become provinces, correspond
to the German will.
Furthermore, it was the double problem of hunger and distress
that dictated most of the Vichy Government's decisions, including
those relating to the strengthening of the dictatorship.
Thus it cannot properly be said that Marshal Petain is carrying
out a consistent programme merely put into operation by the
multiple laws and decrees issued from day to day. It is much
more correct to say that the pretended 'programme* of the
* National Revolution* is merely an ideological mask covering
measures made for the occasion or mere expedients. This will be
clearly brought out by the general analysis of legislative conditions
to follow in this work.
We must, however, play the game and allow thaj: the pro-
gramme of the National Revolution is in fact a programme. In
the words of the note by Lachelier in the margin of an essay by
his pupil Boutroux on Spinoza, "to judge a doctrine the first
condition is to get well inside it, the second to get well outside it."
We shall accordingly endeavour to ascertain the broad lines of the
programme so that we may estimate what its practical applications
are worth.
But there is one point upon which we must insist first of all, for
to our mind it is decisive on the honesty of the whole matter; it
constitutes the touchstone to try the good faith or bad faith of the
men of Vichy. This is a comparison between the powers delegated
to Marshal Petain by the National Assembly of Vichy and the use he
has made of them. And that comparison will enable us to establish
that before betraying France the Vichy Government betrayed its
own solemn engagements.